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Starting point 2
Affordability is a major barrier to
accessing assistive technology
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The report explains how to:

e Increase available domestic funding

e Mitigate harmful effects of user payments

e Find complementarity in different funding streams
e Prioritize among assistive products and services

e Increase data on need and utilization to support effective financing policy




The report framework builds on:

e Economics and health financing applied to Assistive
Technology

e All countries’ challenges are specific

e So are their specific context in which solutions can be
found

e All financing mechanisms have a technical function in a
system - Understand what they do and their likely effect!




The public funding commitment is key!

« Assistive Technology is arguably under-funded as compared to other sectors
« Public funding can crowd out user payments where they are most harmful.

The tool-box to increase domestic public funding:
« Budget priority in the government in designated budget lines

 New revenue streams from undesired consumption can nudge behaviour and
generate revenue

« Ear-marking resources?




Effectiveness is dependent on a series of
Inferventions

« A continuum view also guides to solve access and efficiency problems

« Multiple responsibilities along the continuum, which is not necessarily wrong,
contributes to fragmentation in funding




Coverage policy goes beyond UHC goals

Regardless of the budget size:

Proportion of the 1
cost covered

 Tremendous gains from
clarity about exactly What,
for Whom, at what
Cost-sharing

Which « With multiple objectives

interventions

Available .
are covered comes a balancing act!

budget

who in the
population
is covered e«




Purchasing capacity is underrated in most
social sectors

Ex-factory cost/unit

« Seek bargaining power!

Manufacturer margin

e Understand markets!

Warehouse cost

International shipping by sea

 Apply the coverage
framework to pay for the
‘right’ things!

Import duties and taxes
In-country shipment

Other costs*

« Digital AT has tremendous
benefits, but is more
difficult to pay for!

Distributor margin

Retailer margin

Final Price to Buyer

$0.00 $1.00 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00 $5.00 $6.00
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Leverage private funding and provision
for assistive technology

Public financing policy can use the private sector for both additional resources

and increased utility:

Share risk in investments and market entry!

Design payment for utilization (including services) to lower cost barriers and

integrate products and services!
What about paying for impact instead?

Design consumer credit systems that mitigate financial hardship

Build need and utilization data - within existing information systems
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